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Member of the Commission for the National Scientific Abilitation 2012-2013 (ASN; area 04/A2).

He is currently coordinator of the Earth Sciences Scientific Committee of the University of Parma.

Research themes

Main research interests concern the sedimentology, physical-stratigraphy, palaeoceanography and
palaeoecology of Neogene Mediterranean deposits, with particular attention to the problems related
to the Messinian Salinity Crisis, the climatic control on high-frequency cyclicity of siciliclastic
sedimentary successions and to the relationships between tectonics and sedimentation in syn-
orogenic basins and their implications on facies distribution and stratigraphic architectures.
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2003 PRIN-Cofin Project "The late Messinian Lago Mare event: high-resolution stratigraphy, tectonic
and climatic control on high-frequency paleoenvironmental changes related to the final stage of the
Messinian Salinity Crisis of the Mediterranean area"

2006 PRIN-Cofin Project "Origin, timing and facies distribution of the Messinian Salt deposits in the
basins of the central Mediterranean area (Sicily, Calabria and Tuscany) and their larger-scale
implications for the Messinian salinity crisis"

2008 PRIN-Cofin Project "High-resolution stratigraphy, palaeoceanography and palaeoclimatology of
the Mediterranean area during the Messinian salinity crisis"2005-2008 - President of GeoSed, the
Italian Association of Sedimentary Geology

2013 - Among the proponents of DREAM (Deep-sea Record of Mediterranean Messinian events)

He has collaborated with Industry (mainly oil companies; Eni, Petrobras, Edison) in several joint



projects (etc.) focused on outcrop analogs of hydrocarbon reservoirs.
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Norman Falcon Award 2017

Eage Best Paper Award for the paper The Messinian salinity crisis: open problems and possible
implications for Mediterranean petroleum systems’, published in Petroleum Geoscience, volume 22,
issue 4, November 2016, pp. 283-290.
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